A single-ward approach to the elderly mentally ill.
A service for the elderly mentally ill is described which is based in a general hospital complex and combines a heavy community commitment with the use of two all-purpose inpatient wards and two associated day hospitals. Each ward functions as an admission, treatment, rehabilitation, and medium- and long-stay facility. Experience suggests that this system makes it possible to cater for the elderly mentally ill in a population with many fewer beds than the recommended norm and is a better insurance against unnecessary prolonged hospitalization than "progressive patient care".